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IMPLEMENTATION 

What we offer to 
ensure we 
achieve our 
intentions? 

IMPACT 

How do we know if we’ve 
achieved our intentions? 

What does this look like? 

 

INTENT 

What is the 
purpose of our 

curriculum? 

Learning for Life : Oak Lodge Curriculum Aims  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Oak Lodge School is dedicated to providing a 

curriculum that effectively delivers personalised 

programmes to support both academic and holistic 

personal growth  
 

Embedded structure and routine are essential to 

our students’ ability to regulate and engage in 

learning and we seek to provide the appropriate 

level of ‘scaffolding’ to support individuals according 

to their needs  
 

A key aspect of our curriculum is to provide practical 

and active learning experiences both within and 

beyond the classroom  
 

Themes are used across the school to extend 

students’ interest across all subject areas and allow 

for students to be able to link subjects, concepts 

and skills together in a practical and meaningful way 
 

Concepts are developed and consolidated through 

revisiting and repetition as needed by each 

individual student as they progress through the 

school  
 

When designing and developing our curriculum, we 

focus on Intent, Implementation and Impact  
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14-19 Curriculum Introduction and Aims  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Aims  

 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 To encourage social interaction through a stimulating learning environment that supports communication 
and social development.     

 To provide access to a range of life skill and leisure experiences within the local community.      

 To provide work related learning linked to careers to support understanding of own skills and interests and 
helping students to make informed choices.     

 For all students to be prepared with the skills they require for the next stage of their education and life.     

 To offer a student centred curriculum that promotes and develops transferrable skills.    

 To promote resilience in our students that will contribute to better outcomes academically, socially & 
emotionally.   

 To promote self advocacy through pastoral support and Personal and Social Development Programmes  

The 14-19 curriculum refers to Upper School and Post=16. The 14-19 curriculum builds upon the foundations created through 
previous learning and continues to develop students’ skills and knowledge in preparation for the next steps in their education and 
life.  By offerering a broad and balanced curriculum, we strive to provide a stimulating place to learn and a place where students 
can feel proud of what they have achieved . We aim to support our young people to develop their independence and prepare 
them for life in modern Britain.   
 

Students in Upper School continue to follow a modified and developmentally based national curriculum with additional 
differentiated input to support communication needs. Students access a number of vocational subject options to further 
personalise their learning.  
 

Students in Post 16 follow a coherent study programme which provides stretch and progression to enable them to achieve the 
best possible outcome in adult life. The Post 16 study programmes focus on learning independent living skills whilst extending 
literacy, numeracy and communication to help prepare for life in further education and beyond.  
 

Students in Upper School and Post -16 will be entered for nationally recognised qualifications that best match their levels of 
attainment and progress. 

 To ensure every student reaches their potential in terms of life skills, academic skills and independence.  

 To offer a student centred curriculum that promotes and develops transferrable skills.    
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14-19 Formal and Semi-Formal Curriculum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upper School  Curriculum Pathways and Programmes of Study  
Our curriculum pathways are informed by the National Curriculum, PSHE Education Planning Framework for pupils with SEN and Entry Level 
courses and qualifications from the WJEC, AQA and OCR awarding bodies. Upper school aims to provide a rich learning experience underpinned by 
the values of independence and self confidence. Learning Pathways are flexible and courses are designed to provide a curriculum where students can 
continue to build on the skills learnt in Key stage 3. The different learning pathways allow students to access a curriculum which meets their holistic 
needs; they will access the curriculum areas at levels appropriate to their developmental understanding. This may be through courses from the semi 
formal curriculum, the formal curriculum or a combination of both.  Students in Upper school may study from one or a combination of the following 
programmes:  
 

 

        Formal  

        Curriclum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

       

    Semi-Formal 

      Curriculum  

                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

‘If a student cannot learn the way we teach, we should teach the way they learn’. 
We want our students to engage, explore, enjoy and succeed in their learning.  Students are supported to gain the appropriate  knowledge 
and skills to prepare them for their future through a formal and semi-formal curriculum.  The Oak Lodge formal and semi-formal curriculum 
recognises the range of abilities for our students and is designed to meet their needs through a personalised learning approach. It enables all 
students to take part in activities that are engaging, meaningful and provide relevant and challenging goals. Our teaching approaches reflect the 
age and learning style of the individual student. 

 

 In Upper School (Key Stage 4), students build on the foundation skills developed in Middle School and work towards GCSE, Entry Level or 
WJEC accreditation depending on individual needs.   

 In Post-16 students continue to build on their skills. They will be working towards WJEC, Entry and / or Adult Functional Skills accreditation. 
An increased focus on transferrable skills and functional application is embedded within the Post 16 curriculum. 
 

Formal and Semi-Formal Curriculum Table  

Formal Curriculum 
From Equals & National Curriculum Schemes of Work  

Semi-Formal Curriculum 
From Equals Schemes of Work 

English, Maths, Science, PSHE, ICT,PE 
Food Technology  

Music 
Journeys (Georgraphy & History) 

Creative Arts (Art, Dance, Drama, Media) 
Cultures 

Options (Key Stage 4 & Post-16) 
Project ( Key Stage 4 Team Enterprise)  

Skills for Work (Post-16) 

The World Around Me 
My Communication 

My Art 
My Dance  

My Independence  
My Music 

My Play and Leisure  
My Thinking and Problem Solving  
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Learning through Play  
Throughout the curriculum, opportunities for students to play are encouraged and planned so as to allow for the rich and meaningful learning that 
can occur at such times. Play provides a context for students to access the content curriculum by allowing them to explore their interests and in 
supporting skill development, enables the consolidation of learning, as well as being critical to developing communication, social and problem-solving 
skills. In line with identifying the importance of play, sensory play serves significant and overlapping purposes:  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

•   Sensory activities are used to facilitate the development of student’s functional 
communication, particularly the ability to make spontaneous requests through fun 
and motivating interactive sessions 

Sensory Communication   

•      Sensory experiences are offered to students throughout all areas of the           
curriculum to engage students in their learning, and to develop student’s ability to 
attend to teacher led sessions, both in groups and individual intensive sessions 

Sensory Engagement 

•   Sensory stimuli can have a significant effect on regulation of emotional state. 
Students are encouraged to develop and manage their own sensory diets to help 
maintain an optimum level of arousal  

Sensory Regulation  

‘The value of play cannot be emphasised enough’. 
Department for Children, Education & Lifelong Learning and Skills, Welsh Assembly. 
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Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health 
Education  

Curriculum Aims:  

o For students to learn how to be safe and healthy and to be able to make choices independently.  
o For students to become empowered and achieve personal and social development including mental wellbeing 
o For students to develop the self-confidence and self-regulation to be able to successfully manage their live  independently or with support  
o To give our students the information needed to develop healthy and nurturing relationships of all kinds, not necessarily intimate relationships   

Physical health and mental wellbeing are interlinked, and it is important for students to 
understand that good physical health contributes to good mental wellbeing, and vice versa.  

We refer to this work as RSE and place the focus very much on the ‘relational’ element of the 
work rather than on the ‘sexual’ for most. Within all of this work we are trying to find ways in 
which to support and assist our student’s attempts at creating positive connections with 
others, developing meaningful relationships and understanding the social rules of 
engagement required of them as young independent adults.  

We will teach the ability to self-regulate, and strategies for doing so through the zones of 
regulation and other curriculum components such as ‘Social Thinking.  This will enable 
students to respond calmly have a more positive impact on learning and engagement with 
learning. We use the SCERTS Framework for contextualising our model of behaviour support.  

We welcome any input or involvement that we receive from Parents / Carers and Families of 
the students in the development of any work we do around ‘sexuality’ and ‘sexual identity 
formation’. We view this home / school link as a crucial factor towards the positive outcomes 
that we are trying to develop and build on.  
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Upper School Curriculum Pathways and Programmes of Study   
Upper school aims to provide a rich learning experience underpinned by the values of independence and self confidence. Learning Pathways are 
flexible and courses are designed to provide a curriculum where students can continue to build on the skills learnt in Key stage 3 and allowing them 
to access learning that meets their holistic needs at levels appropriate to their developmental understanding.   
 
Our curriculum pathways are informed by the National Curriculum, PSHE Education Planning Framework for pupils with SEN and Entry Level courses 
and qualifications from the WJEC, AQA and OCR awarding bodies. Curriculum and accreditation pathways are tailored to the individual needs of our 
students. Therefore timeframes for courses may differ for students and there is the flexibility for students to continue with their KS4 accreditation 
when they are in Post 16. 
 
For those students who show academic strengths and show an interest in any of the foundation subjects there is a clear pathway that could lead to 
Entry Level Qualification. Students in Upper school may study from one or a combination of the following programmes:   
  

Maths, English, ICT  and Science 

Pathways 

Personal Social and Health 
Education Pathways 

Vocational / Subject   
Pathways 

Preparation for Work   
Pathways 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

AQA Entry Level 1-3 (Maths) 
OCR Entry Level 1-3 (English) 

 

WJEC Personal and Social 
Development (Entry Level 2-3) 

 

WJEC Personal Progress EL1 

 

WJEC Personal and Social 
Development (Entry Level 1-3) 

 

WJEC Personal Progress EL1 

 

WJEC Personal and Social 
Development (Entry Level 1-3)  

 
WJEC Independent Living  
Entry Level 2-3 

 

WJEC Personal Progress EL1 

 

WJEC Independent Living                  
Entry Level 2-3 

 

WJEC Personal Progress EL1 

 

AQA Entry Level 1-3 (Maths) 
OCR Entry Level 1-3 (English) 

 

WJEC Entry Pathway   
Science Today Entry Level 1-2  

 

OCR Entry Level Art   
OCR Entry Level Physical Education  

WJEC Entry Pathway   
ICT Entry Level 1-3 
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14-19 WJEC Pathways and courses  
PSHE, Vocational Learning and Preparation for Work  
 
WJEC is an awarding organisation providing flexible programmes and qualifications that help young people develop skills for learning, work and life. 
The WJEC suite of Entry Level Awards, Certificates and Diplomas are designed to provide learners with an inclusive and flexible regulated 
qualifications framework that recognises the widest possible range of quality-assured learner achievements. The Entry Level qualifications aim to be:  
 
• Inclusive – recognising the achievements of all learners at Entry Level through a standard currency of awarding credit  
• Responsive – enabling individuals and centres to establish routes to achievement that are appropriate to their needs and facilitate progression 
• Accessible – based on clear design features that are easy for all users to understand.  
 
The qualifications support personalised learning through enabling centres to combine units to create programmes of study suited to individual 
learners’ needs and recognising completion of each unit as well as the qualification as a whole.  All units and qualifications are defined in terms of  
level (their scale of difficulty or challenge to the learner) and credit (the volume of work required) .WJEC Entry Pathways are available at four levels: 
Entry 1, Entry 2, Entry 3, Level 1 and can lead  to three sizes of  qualification;  Award (8 or more credits) Certificate (13 or more credits) Diploma (37 
or more credits 
 

14-19 WJEC Entry Pathway Qualifications: Key stage: 

Personal & Social Development (PSD) 

Personal Progress (PP) 

Independent Living 

Science Today  

Preparing for Work 

Creative, Media & Performance Arts 

14-19 

14-19 

14-19 

Key Stage 4 

Post-16 

Post-16 Vocational Options 

 

WJEC Entry Level Pathways, Personal and Social Development, Independent Living and Preparing for Work  
WJEC Entry Pathway Personal Progress  
WJEC Entry Pathway in Creative, Media and Performance Arts  

https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=30438
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=31002
https://www.wjec.co.uk/umbraco/surface/blobstorage/download?nodeId=37547
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Themes and Dates  
Every term has an overarching theme linked to the curriculum  and within school celebration. These events will be shared with parents and 
carers through the school newletter. Information will be shared with parents in advance of the events.  
 

Themes and Dates    
Autumn Term Theme Spring Term Theme Summer Term Theme 

 
 Me Community and Celebration  

 
 Environment and Habitats  

 
Growing and Change  

Dates   Dates Dates 
10th November- World Science Day 

15th-19th November – Anti Bullying Week  

19th November – Children in Need 

30th November – KS4 International Afternoon  

11th December – Christmas Jumper Day  

17th- December –Christmas Concert Zooms  

 

28th January – International Lego day 

3rd March World book day 

14-19 March – Born Free living with Tigers 

18th March Red Nose Day 

21st March – Neurodiversity Celebration Week  

1st April  Celebrating Uniqueness - Awareness 

day 

22nd April -  Earth Day 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27th May – Celebrating Queen’s Jubilee -  

school picnic 

24th June – Den Day 

21st July - Leavers Fete 

Summer Term Entry Level Assessments  
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Upper School  Autumn Term Topics - Brief Overview  

 
Me, Community and Celebration  

Autumn 1 

 
Me, Community and Celebration 

Autumn 2  
PHSE Rights and Responsibilities  

Options Tasters and students’ choice &  Student Council Elections 

PSHE Myself within the Community:   

My new school year – understanding and getting used to change  

Independent Living Skills  

Shopping, Budgeting and Road Safety  

Cultures  

Me, achievements and Celebrations  

RSE 

Myself and Relationships : The concept circle  

KS4 Science 

Our Universe 

Maths  

Assessment:  

Understanding what I know and where I need Help  

English  

Assessment:  

Understanding what I am good at and where I need Help  

ICT  

Internet Safety : using technology safely and responsibly  
 

 

KS4 Foundation Learning  

Weekly PE , Music, Cooking, Journeys, Gardening  and Art lessons  

KS4 Vocational Learning and Introduction to Skills for Work 

Introduction to Skills for Work  through ‘Project’ 

Vocational options Tuesday afternoons   

PHSE Rights and Responsibilities  

Student Views, contributions; My Goals  

PSHE Myself within the Community:   

Community groups - Taking Part : Learning about Homeless Action in Barnet   

Independent Living Skills  

Shopping, Budgeting and Road Safety  

Cultures  

Celebrations in my community and International day. 

RSE 

Managing Social Relationships , including online relationships  

KS4 Science 

Our Universe 

Maths   

Embedded  within everyday teaching: Number, Time, Money 

KS4 Maths Focus: Money and Property of Number  

English 

Informative writing, non-fiction text and communicating about events or 

experiences. Exploring Events and Characters within a text : Mr Stink 

ICT  

ICT Skills : Using ICT for straight forward activities  
 

 

KS4 Foundation Learning  

Weekly PE , Music, Cooking, Journeys, Gardening  and Art lessons  

KS4 Vocational Learning and Introduction to Skills for Work 

Introduction to Skills for Work  through ‘Project’ 

Vocational options Tuesday afternoons  
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Upper School  Spring Term Topics - Brief Overview  

 
Environment and Habitats  

Spring  1 

 
Environment and Habitats  

Spring  2 
PSHE Rights and Responsibilities   

Student Views & contributions  

My environment; What do I need to succeed  (school and Community)  

PSHE Myself within the Community   

My local community- Facilities and Services relevant to me   

Independent Living Skills  

Shopping, Budgeting and Road Safety  

Cultures  

Places of Worship  

RSE 

Public and Private , places and parts of the body  

KS4 Science 

Science of the Human Body  

Maths 

Embedded  within everyday teaching  Number, Time, Money 

Maths Focus: (My)Calendar and Time   

English 

Imaginative writing, Literary text and communicating different points of view 

on books. Exploring Events and Characters within a text : Wonder  

 ICT  

Internet Safety: On-line risks  
 

KS4 Foundation Learning  

Weekly PE , Music, Cooking, Journeys, Gardening  and Art lessons  

KS4 Vocational Learning and Introduction to Skills for Work 

Introduction to Skills for Work  through ‘Project’ 

Vocational options Tuesday afternoons  

PSHE Rights and Responsibilities  

Student Views & contributions  

Our  environment : Making a difference  

PSHE Community Action 

Learning about Comic Relief and the Born Free Foundation  

Independent Living Skills  

Shopping, Budgeting and Road Safety  

Cultures  

Neurodiversity – celebrating strengths and differences  

RSE  

Public and Private – online safety and keeping information safe  

KS4 Science  

Science and Animals  

Maths 

Embedded within everyday teaching Number, Time, Money 

KS4 Maths Focus :Maths Focus  Statistics   

English  

Imaginative writing, Literary text and communicating different points of view 

on book. Exploring Events and Characters within a text : Wonder  

ICT  

ICT Skills : Basic word processing , format and present information 
 

KS4 Foundation Learning  

Weekly PE , Music, Cooking, Journeys, Gardening  and Art lessons  

KS4 Vocational Learning and Introduction to Skills for Work 

Introduction to Skills for Work  through ‘Project’ 

Vocational options Tuesday afternoons  
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Upper School  Summer Term Topics -  Brief Overview  

 
Growing and Change 

Summer  1 

 
Growing and Change 

Summer 2 
PSHE Rights and Responsibilities   

Transition- Understanding my feelings and emotions; what do I need now? 

PSHE Myself within the Community  

Personal Safety in the community    

Independent Living Skills  

Shopping, Budgeting and Road Safety  

Cultures  

Neurodiversity – famous people past and present  

RSE 

Consent ; saying no and hearing no  

Science 

The Science Sound 

Maths 

Embedded  within everyday teaching Number, Time, Money 

KS4 Maths Focus Geometry  

P16 Maths Focus Using Common Measure Shape and Space  

English 

Poetry. Exploring Events and Characters within different  poetry and poems, 

Communication : participating in a discussion or role-play    

ICT 

Internet Safety – not everyone on line is who they say they are  

 

KS4 Foundation Learning  

Weekly PE , Music, Cooking, Journeys, Gardening  and Art lessons  

KS4 Vocational Learning and Introduction to Skills for Work 

Introduction to Skills for Work  through ‘Project’ 

Vocational options Tuesday afternoons   

PSHE Rights and Responsibilities   

Transition- Understanding my feelings and emotions; what do I need next? 

PSHE Community Action  

Learning about Hearts of Oak 

Independent Living Skills  

Shopping, Budgeting and Road Safety  

Cultures  

embracing cultural changes – The concept of old and new , past and present  

RSE  

Online  Safety – Safe and unsafe communications 

Science 

Science of the plant world 

Maths 

Embedded within everyday teaching Number, Time, Money 

KS4 Maths Focus  Measure    

 

English 

Poetry. Exploring Events and Characters within different  poetry and poems, 

Communication : participating in a discussion or role-play    

ICT 

ICT Skills- Making a presentation  

 

KS4 Foundation Learning  

Weekly PE , Music, Cooking, Journeys, Gardening  and Art lessons  

KS4 Vocational Learning and Introduction to Skills for Work 

Introduction to Skills for Work  through ‘Project’ 

Vocational options Tuesday afternoons  
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 Maths Programmes of Study  
Assessments for learning are completed at the beginning of each academic year for every student. Informed by assessment, prior learning and 
attainment, students in Upper school study the Maths Personal Progress or AQA Entry level Pathway. Students, who access some but not all aspects 
of learning through the AQA Entry Level Pathway, can achieve accredited stand-alone Maths Entry Level units through the Essential Skills for Work 
and Life Pathways.     
 

Through teaching and learning, emphasis is placed on students using and applying their mathematical skills and knowledge to make choices and 
decisions.  Maths is taught through discreet lessons but is also firmly embedded throughout the curriculum supporting students to develop maths 
skills for everyday life experiences and encouraging problem solving skills and independence.  Students use their maths skills in practical 
situations such as cooking, shopping and vocational studies encouraging application of skills in different context and providing personalised 
learning opportunity linked to individual EHCP outcomes.  
 

Not all students complete their Maths course whilst in Key Stage 4; some may need longer or may not be ready to start until year 11 or beyond. 
Therefore Entry Level Maths and Personal Progress continue to be offered in Post 16, enabling students to progress at their own pace.  
 

 
Autumn  Spring Summer 

Autumn 1 Maths Focus  
 Assessment  

Spring 1 Maths Focus 
(My) Calendar and Time: 

Summer 1 Maths Focus 
Geometry: Students will learn about 2D and 3D shapes 
and their properties, develop an understanding of the 

size of angles and investigate reflective symmetry, nets 
of solids and use of coordinates. 

 
Autumn 2 Maths Focus 

Number: Developing use and understanding of 
number 

Money: Learning about money through practical 
activities & solving money problems 

 
Spring 2 Maths Focus 

Statistics: Students will learn how to conduct 
simple surveys and then analyse and 

communicate their results. They will also learn to 
sort information according to set criteria. 

 
Summer 2 Maths Focus 

Measure: Students will learn through practical activities 
about methods used to measure length, weight, and 

capacity. 

  Maths Programmes of Study  

Early Maths  

WJEC Personal Progress   

Application of Number  Entry Level 1-3                                
WJEC Essential Skills for Work and Life            

Mathematics Entry Level 1-3  

AQA Entry Level Qualificaton                                       
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Maths Personal Progress 
Personal Progress is an Entry qualification suitable for students working towards Level 1 of the National Curriculum. Active learning is key and 
sensory play, role play; games, art and drama are strongly embedded within the Maths Personal Progress Programme. The maths units form part of 
and count towards the wider Personal Progress Qualification 

Developing Number Skills  Early Mathematics: Measure Early mathematics : Shape 
Through this unit  students will learning about: 
 
Recognising  the use of numbers in familiar 
context, engaging in activities related to counting 
in whole number  and applying some of the 
counting activities and contexts to familiar 
activities such as setting out cups at break time, 
counting down days  

Through this unit students will be learning about: 
  
Common measures.  Students will learn through games 
and activities to help develop their skills to  describing 
and comparing size, length, height, weight, capacity 
and volume between two items, using words, signs or 
symbols for terms such as large, big, small, light, 
heavier, lighter full, empty. 

Through this unit  students will be learning about: 
 
Understanding that objects have names relating to 
shape and using some of these, recognising and 
selecting 2D and 3D shapes from a given collection 
and using familiar names such as circle, square, 
triangle, rectangle, ball and box. Identifying and 
selecting shapes to make simple models, pictures 
and patterns 

 

Recognising time through Regular Events   Understanding what money is used for  Early mathematics: Position, Sequencing & 
Sorting 

Through this unit  students will be learning about: 
 
 Relating familiar events to times in the day, days 
of the week and seasons of the year  

 

Through this unit  students will be learning about: 
 
Identifying money from other items, uses of money 
and using money in realistic situations  

 

Through this unit students will be learning about: 
 
Investigating positions and direction and use some 
familiar sign, symbols or words to describe position  

 

 

 

WJEC Essential skills for work and life – Application of number 
Essential Skills for Work and Life consists of individual units designed specifically to support and encourage opportunities for learners to develop and 
apply transferable skills in a more manageable and relevant manner. The discreet units allow learners to focus on developing specific skills at Entry 
Level 1, 2 or 3. Individual units can be accredited and can provide a useful ‘stepping stone’ to an Entry Level .Maths Qualification. Example Units: 

Number  Space, Shape , Measure  Handling data   

Using whole numbers 
Calculating with whole numbers  
Using Fractions 

Measuring and using Length 
Measuring and Using Weight 
Using Shape  
Positional Vocabulary 

Reading Graphical materials  
Collecting and Presenting information graphically  
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Maths AQA Entry Level  
The AQA Maths scheme of assessment allows attainment to be recognised at Entry Levels 1, 2 and 3. These levels are the equivalent to National 
Curriculum Levels 1, 2 and 3.The component-based structure of the qualification provides students with the opportunity to work in short 
programmes. This enables their progress to be monitored and a sense of achievement to be gained throughout the course. All eight components of 
work are required to be completed and submitted for external moderation and must include between four and eight external assessment papers.  
Students should submit for assessment and moderation evidence from eight components as follows: 

Component 1 
Property of Number  

Component 2 
The four operations  

Component 3 
Ratio   

Component 4 
Money  

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding of place value 
within whole numbers and will 
undertake calculations using mental 
arithmetic and using a calculator. 
Students will understand the terms odd 
and even, and rounding will be 
introduced 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of the 
four operations. Students will undertake 
calculations using mental arithmetic 
involving addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division. 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding of equality 
and basic fractions 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 
money. Students will learn through 
practical activities about the value 
of coins in everyday use in the UK. 
They will convert units of money 
using a calculator to do simple 
calculations of money using 
decimals 
 

 

Component 5 
Calendar and Time   

Component 6 
Measure  

Component 7 
Geometry  

Component 8 
Statistics 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 12 
and 24 hour time and of calendars and 
timetables in everyday use. Students 
will learn how to read digital and 
analogue clocks, including using roman 
numerals and learn how to convert 
between 12 and 24 hour times. They 
will also learn about days, weeks and 
months of the year. 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding and use of 
measures. Students will learn through 
practical activities about methods used 
to measure length, weight and capacity 
using standard and non-standard units. 
They will begin to convert units of 
length, weight and capacity and learn 
how to read scales of measurement. 
They will learn to compare temperature 
including temperature with negative 
values. 

This content aims to develop the 
student’s understanding of shapes, 
coordinates and directions. The 
student will learn about 2D and 3D 
shapes and their properties and 
they will develop an understanding 
of the size of angles, including right 
angles. They will also investigate 
reflective symmetry, nets of solids 
and use of coordinates. 

This content aims to develop the 
student's understanding and 
interpretation of simple statistical 
diagrams. Students will learn how 
to conduct simple surveys and then 
analyse and communicate their 
results. They will also learn to sort 
information according to set 
criteria. 
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English Programmes of Study 
Like Maths, assessments for learning are completed at the beginning of each academic year for every student. Informed by assessment, prior 
learning and attainment, students in Upper school study Reading, Writing and Communication through Personal Progress or OCR Entry level 
Pathways. Students, who access some but not all aspects of learning through the OCR Entry Level Pathway, can achieve accredited stand-alone 
English Entry Level units through the Essential Skills for Work and Life Pathways.  
  
English is taught through discreet lessons but is also firmly embedded throughout the curriculum supporting students to develop skills for 
everyday life experience encouraging problem solving skills and independence. To support student voice and self advocacy emphasis is placed on 
communication skills and communicating choices, decisions and problems in everyday contexts at school and when accessing the local 
community. All students have personalised communication outcomes linked to their SCERTS baselines and EHCP outcomes.  
 

Not all students complete their English course whilst in Upper School; some may need longer or may not be ready to start until year 11 or beyond. 
Therefore Entry Level Maths and Personal Progress continue to be offered in Post 16, enabling students to progress at their own pace 
 

 

 
 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Exploring Events and Characters in a text: 

Mr Stink 
 

Writing Focus 
Learning about Informative Writing 

Reading Focus 
Learning about Non-Fiction Text 

Speaking and Listening: 
Learning about Communicating Experiences: 

Communicating about an event or experience 
 

Exploring Events and Characters in a text: 
Wonder 

 
Writing Focus 

Learning about Imaginative Writing 
Reading Focus 

Learning about Literary Text 
Speaking and Listening: 

Learning about Communicating Experiences: 
Expressing different points of view on a topic or 

book: linked to World Book day  

Exploring Events and Characters  in a text  
Poetry and Characters  

 
Writing Focus 

Learning about writing Poetry  
Reading Focus 

Learning about Poetry 
Speaking and Listening: 

Learning about Communicating Experiences: 
Understanding different points of view 

English Programmes of Study  

Reading, Writing and Communication         

WJEC  Personal Progress   

Communication Entry Level 1-3                                       
WJEC Essential Skills for Work and Life 

English Entry Level 1-3 

OCR Entry Level Qualifications 
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WJEC English Personal Progress  
Personal Progress is an Entry qualification suitable for students working towards Level 1 of the National Curriculum. Active learning is key and 
sensory play, role play; games, art and drama are strongly embedded within the English Personal Progress Programme. The units form part of and 
count towards the wider Personal Progress Qualification 

Developing Reading Skills  Developing Writing Skills Developing Communication Skills 

Through this unit  students will be developing their 
skills to: 

 Share a text / story including bag books  

 Develop an  understanding of what is being read 

 Read for meaning; matching object to symbols, 
letters or words  

 Express preferences about a text or story 

Through this unit  students will be developing their 
skills to: 

 Recognise that meaning can be conveyed by 
marks, symbols, signs or words 

 Communicate using marks, symbols, signs or 
words 

 Understand that images, signs, symbols and 
words convey information for different purposes.  

Through this unit  students will be developing their 
skills to: 

 Use words, signs, phrases, objects or symbols to 
communicate  

 Share ideas or preferences with others 

 Listen to and follow brief narratives 

 Answer simple questions about a range of 
personal information 

 Use short phrases and ask simple questions 

Making Requests and Asking Questions in Familiar Situations 
Students will be developing their skills to :  

 Make requests using own preferred method of communication 

 To ask questions using own preferred method of communication 
Developing Self Awareness : All About Me 

Students  will develop their awareness of themselves as an individual: 

 Recognise what makes them individual  

 Be aware of their relationship to others and recognise how they relate to others 

 

WJEC Essential skills for work and life – Communication  
Each unit is discrete and allows learners to focus on the specific skills they wish to improve or master for the first time. Essential Skills for Work and 
Life units have been designed specifically to support and encourage opportunities for learners to develop and apply transferable skills in a more 
manageable and relevant manner and individual units can provide a useful ‘stepping stone’ to an Entry Level English Qualification. Example Units:  

Reading  Writing  Spoken language  
Strategies for Reading 
Reading For Purpose 
Reading for Information 

Preparing to write 
Writing with Meaning 
Completing Forms 

Obtaining  information Orally 
Providing information Orally 
Discussion Skills 
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English - OCR Entry Level  
The OCR scheme of assessment allows attainment to be recognised at Entry Levels 1, 2 and 3. These levels are broadly equivalent to National 
Curriculum Levels 1, 2 and 3. Entry Level English consist of three components; Reading, writing and Spoken Language. To achieve an Entry Level 
Qualification, all three components need to be completed and make up 100% of the assessment. Students are required to complete two tasks for 
both reading and writing  

Reading  Writing  Spoken language  
Students are supported to further develop the 
skills needed to read and understand non-fiction 
and literary texts. Learning is based on personal 
interest and contexts familiar to the student.  
 
 

Where appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on  developing skills for:  
• Identifying explicit information and ideas 
• Recognising facts and opinions 
• Inferring meanings 
• Summarising information 
• Using context to establish sense 
• Commenting on some language choices,  
 
Student will explore and read a range of             
Non-fiction text: 
 

 Newspapers and magazine articles  
 Letters  
 Informative and advice booklets  
 Persuasive texts such as advertisements and  

charity appeals  
 Reviews  
 

Students will explore and read a range of Literary 
text:  
 

• Short stories and narratives  
• Descriptive texts 
• Autobiographies  

Students are supported to further develop the 
skills needed to produce informative and 
imaginative pieces of writing Teaching and 
Learning is based on personal interest and contexts 
familiar to the student.  
 

Where appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on developing skills for: 
• Selecting language which is appropriate to the  

form, audience and purpose of 
the task 

• Using the grammatical structures of simple 
Standard English 

• Using basic punctuation accurately and 
consistently 

• Accurately spelling commonly occurring, simple 
words. 

 

Students will explore and learn about  informative 
writing through: 
 Letters 
 Advertisements  
 Personal statements 
 Speeches  and opinion pieces  
 An information leaflet and an  article or review  
 

Students will explore and  learn  about imaginative  
writing through short stories and  narratives,   
Introducing characters and  opening of stories and 
descriptive writing pieces 

The spoken Language curriculum supports students 
to further develop their skills for contributing to 
conversations and discussion. Teaching and Learning 
is based on personal interest and contexts familiar to 
the student.  
 

Where appropriate topics are linked to vocational 
qualifications and work related learning. Teaching 
and Learning focus on developing skills for: 
• Speaking audibly and comprehensibly 
• Engaging in a discussion or conversation 
• structuring conversations so that it is 

understandable 
• Selecting language that is appropriate for the 

situation and audience 
• Listening to the other person with attention and 

concentration 
• Understanding and responding to the ideas of the 

other person  
 

Students will participate in discussions and roleplay 
activities.  
 

Students will engage and learn about a variety of 
discussion forms such as a planning exercise, 
discussing issues of personal, local or national 
interest and discussing text they have studied or 
books they have read. 
 

Students will practice practical scenarios such as 
telephone conversations requesting, complaining 
about a service, arranging a visit to a friend or family 
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Science 
In Upper School science is delivered by the form teachers. Students follow a modified and developmentally based national curriculum. Informed by 
assessment, prior learning and attainment, students will build upon their prior learning in key stage3 and learn about the key ideas in science and 
how they are useful in modern life. The approach to Science continues to be practical, with experiments and active learning being key in 
supporting students to further develop scientific methods, processes and skills. Sensory science is also used to engage the interest of our students 
as a mechanism for developing their curiosity in scientific concepts and processes. In Upper School, students will further develop their practical 
and problem-solving skills and understand the important role that science has in society.  Depending on the student’s learning pathways, the 
science curriculum is  linked to either  Personal Progress, Personal and Social Development or the Science Today Entry Pathway Qualification.  

 

 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Autumn 1  

Science and our Universe 
Students will explore themes connected with 

space and our Universe and learn about planets 
and the solar system 

 
Autumn 2 

Science and our Universe  
Students will explore themes connected with 

space and our Universe and learn about planets 
and the solar system 

Spring 1  
The science of Sound and Light 

Students will explore themes connected with 
sound. They will investigate properties and use of 

sound 
 

Spring 2 
Living things and their habitats 

Students will explore themes connected to  
animals , their habitats and their basic needs 

Summer 1 
Science and the Human Body 

Students will gain a basic understanding of how science 
can help us look after our health and learn about 

changes to our body  as we grow up 
 

Summer 2 
Science and the Plant World 

Students will develop an understanding of the structure 
of plants, the basic needs of a plant for healthy growth 

and how plants can reproduce. 

 
 
 
 

Science Programmes of Study  

Being Healthy Entry 1  

Engaging with the world around you Entry 1 

WJEC  Personal Progress   

Environmental Awareness  Entry Level 2-3 

Healthy Living  Entry Level 2-3 

WJEC Personal and Social Development  

Science Today Entry Level 2-3 

WJEC Entry Pathway Qualification 
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 Computing and Internet Safety 
Computing and Internet safety are taught by form teachers and closely linked to PHSE and RSE with the aim for learning to take place in context wherever 
possible. Computing is very much linked to learning themes across the curriculum ensuring a functional and relevant ICT curriculum. Depending on the student’s 
learning pathways, the ICT curriculum is  linked to either  Personal Progress, Personal and Social Development or the IT Entry Pathway Qualification 

 
 

Autumn  Spring  Summer 
Internet Safety  
How to use Technology Safely  and Responsibly , 
what does acceptable and unacceptable 
behaviour look like  
 

Computing for information  
Learning  how to research  information  or images 
linked to personal interest (linked to cultures) and 
in preparation for KS4 international day   
 

Using ICT for straightforward activities 
Students will be learning about  using  IT for 
straightforward activities They will learn about 
correct procedures to sign in, out shut down etc  
Computing and Programming:  
Bee Bot programming   

Internet Safety  
Identifying on-line risks and where to go for help 
and support when you have concerns  
 
Computing for Learning and revision  
Students will be supported to research 
educational websites for revision and learning. 
They will review sites and make a list of sites they 
like and can use at home  
 

Computing : Word processing  
Students will be learning about basic typing an 
and word processing skills   
 
Computing and Programming  
Bee Bot – coding and directions  

Internet Safety 
Not everyone online is who they say they are;  
Knowing different strategies for staying safe  
 
Computing for Leisure 
Students will learn about safe and appropriate online 
games. Students will review sites and make a list of 
sites they like and can use at home. List will be shared 
with Parents 
 

Computing: Presentation Skills  
Students will be learning bout basic presentations  
 

Computing and Programming  
Bee Bot – navigating a map and understanding GPS 
systems  

 
 

Computing & Internet Safety  Programmes of Study  

Developing ICT Skills Entry Level 1 

WJEC  Personal Progress   

Using Technology in the Home  Entry Level 2-3 

WJEC Personal and Social Development  

IT Users Entry Level 1-3 

WJEC IT User Entry Qualification   
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Students in Upper School have two PE lessons a week and one weekly lesson of Art, Music, Humanities (Journeys) and cooking. Students follow a 
modified and developmentally based national curriculum informed by assessment, prior learning and attainment. SCERTS and EHCP outcomes are 
embedded and assessed within the subjects.  
 

Art   
Autumn Spring Summer 
Autumn 1 

Illustrating the Jabberwocky 
 
 

Autumn 2  
Quick Clay Figurative Sketches/Making a Pocket 

Gallery  

Spring 1 
Dragons and Birds in Eggs / Wax 

Resist with coloured inks 
 

Spring 2 
Drawing with Scissors inspired by Matisse 

Summer 1 
Drawing nests / building nests 

 
 

Summer 2  
Thoughtful mark making / birds in trees 

 

Music   
Autumn Spring Summer 

Pulse,  Beat  and Body percussion  
Learning about different countries and songs 

through music and traditional Tales  
 

Learning about different instruments , their 
origins and how to play them  

Using instruments to create sounds and scenes 
linked to different habitats  

Learning about Rhythm notation.   
Read and Play basic rhythm patterns using 

percussion instruments  

 

Journeys 
Autumn Spring Summer 

Our planet 
Learning about and celebrating the things people 

are doing to help our planet 

Born Free 
Wild Animals and their habitats  

‘Around the world in 13 weeks’ 
 Students will be learning about places & countries 

of their interest  

 

PE   
Autumn Spring Summer 
Hand Ball 

Body board 
Athletics 
Cricket 

Volleyball 
Cricket 
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Cooking  
KS4 students have weekly cooking lessons. The aim of these lessons is for students to 
further develop their safe practice and independence when working on familiar tasks in 
the kitchen. Students are encouraged to work together with their peers and follow a 
simple recipe or instructions. They are encouraged to solve basic everyday problems 
together and ask for help when needed. Students will be learning about safety rules when 
using different equipment and safe practice whilst preparing simple snacks. This includes 
gathering and identifying ingredients and utensils, preparing the food and tidying and 
clearing away after the cooking. Students will have outcomes linked to their EHCP or 
SCERTS targets. 
 

 
 
 
 

    
 

Independence 

Safety and 
Hygiene 

Communication  & 
problem solving  

Ingredients 
and storage  

 

Cooking  
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Upper School PHSE Curriculum  

Students study PHSE through courses or course units relevant to their level of need and understanding. Students continue to build on previous learning whilst 

appropriate challenge is embedded for further learning and personal development. There is a clear pathway that could lead to Entry Level Qualification in 
either Personal Progress or Personal and Social Development.  
  

Personal and Social Development (PP) 
Award, Certificate, Diploma 

Towards Entry Level 1 
Entry Pathways Personal Progress (PP) features units for learners to develop skills, knowledge and self-awareness. The WJEC Personal Progress is an 
Entry 1 qualification. It spans a wide range of achievement from the ability to encounter experiences to the ability to apply basic skills, knowledge 
and understanding to a range of familiar experiences. Students studying Personal Progress can progress within the qualification working towards an 
Award, a Certificate or Diploma; expanding their knowledge and skills through the broad range of Life and work related skills, Maths and English 
related units. Students progressing beyond Entry Level 1 will study the Entry Level Personal and Social Development Pathways further enriched by 
course units from the Entry Level Independent Living Skills Pathways with the aim to offering a broad curriculum appropriate to the needs of our 
young people and facilitate progress.   

 
 

Personal and Social Development 
Award, Certificate, Diploma 
Entry Level 2-3 and Level 1 

Entry Pathway Personal and Social Development (PSD) provides learners 
with the opportunity to develop an understanding of issues contributing 
to their own and others personal and social development. The WJEC 
Personal and Social Development qualifications are available at 4 levels: 
Entry 2, Entry 3 and Level 1. Students can develop their skills within a 
level, working towards an Award and then Certificate qualification, or 
progress to the next (Entry) level of learning. Different learners will have 
different starting points; the individual needs of the students will 
determine their rate of progress towards key objectives and successful 
completion of the qualification. In Upper School, Preparation for Work is 
taught as part of the PSD or PP Pathway.  

Independent Living Skills 
Award  

Entry Level 2-3 

                  

 

A number of course units from the Entry Pathway 
Independent Living Skills are embedded within our 
PHSE curriculum to further support personalised 
learning and decision making skills.  
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My Rights and Responsibilities – Student Voice and Self Advocacy 
‘ 

‘Preparing students for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life’ 

Student Voice and Self Advocacy is an important skill for our young people to develop and they will be supported to do so in preparation for Further 
Education and beyond.  Although we may not always be able to fix things and we may need to compromise at times, we need to give our students the 
message that their thoughts and opinions count and that voicing these can make a difference. Student Voice and Self Advocacy is encouraged, facilitated 
and embedded across the curriculum throughout the year within everyday lessons and interactions. Student are supported to further develop decision 
making skills to enable them to make appropriate choices, with support where needed, at school and in their own lives. This unit aims to develop students’ 
awareness of their rights and responsibilities.  Students are supported to contribute to and engage in the student council election process, their student’s 
views forms and reviewing and setting their goals linked to the assessments systems in place; their EHCP and SCERTS outcomes and the Progression Steps 
assessment framework. These are then celebrated and recorded in their PSD portfolio, Evisense, Student view forms and shared in the AR meeting of EHCP 

Autumn Spring Summer 
Autumn 1 

Student Council : introduction and Elections 
Options tasters and personal choices 

My views : My interests , likes & dislikes 
My views : Student Views forms 

 

Autumn 2 
My views: Important to me : one page art profile  

My views : Student View forms 
 
  

 

Student wellbeing questionnaire 

Spring 1 
My  contributions to student council  

My environment -  What do I need to succeed     
( school and Community) 

My views : Student View forms 
 

Spring 2 
Our environment: Making a difference 

My views: Student View forms 
 
 

Student wellbeing questionnaire  

Summer 1 
My contributions to student council  
My transition – what do I need now 

My views : Student View forms 
 

 

Summer 2 
My transition – what do I need next; resources 

and transactional support to support my 
transition to new class or college 
My views : Student View forms 

 

Student wellbeing questionnaire 

 

My Rights and Responsibilities Course Units 

Having your say Entry Level 1 

WJEC Personal Progress  

Choices & Decisions Entry Level 2-3 

WJEC Independent Living Skills  

Individual Rights & Responsibilities Entry2-3 L1 

WJEC Personal and Social Development  
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Cultures  
Cultures is closely linked to Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural (SMSC)l education . SMSC permeates through the school’s curriculum and is personalised to 
meet the individual needs of our students. Students are supported to explore beliefs and experience; respect faiths, feelings and values; enjoy learning 
about oneself, others and the world around us. Our curriculum and cultural themes aspire to provide encounters and participation in events and 
celebrations to broaden all students’ experiences and their awareness of others. Students are supported to further develop their self-knowledge, self-
esteem and self-confidence as well as their understanding that other people may have different faiths, beliefs or thoughts to oneself which should be 
respected, and should not be the cause of prejudicial or discriminatory behaviour . 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Autumn 1  
Developing self awareness – 

 all about me  
 
 
 

Autumn 2 
Religious festivals – why and how are celebrated?  

End of Term International Day  

Spring  1  
Places of worship  

Learning about different places of worship and 
these are important to believers and the wider 

community 
 

Spring 2 
Neurodiversity – celebrating strengths and 

differences 
 

 
 

Summer 1  
Neurodiversity  

 famous people (their) past and present 
 
 
 

Summer 2 
Cultural Changes Past to Present  

Kings and Queens and The Queen’s Jubilee  
 

 
 

Cultures Course Units  

Developing Self Awareness Entry Level 1 

WJEC Personal Progress  

Developing Self  Entry Level 2-3 WJEC 
Personal and Social Development  

Myself within the Community Entry Level 2-3  

WJEC Independent Living  
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RSE 
The developmental model for RSE at Oak Lodge ensures that lessons and resources are delivered in a way students will understand yet will 
cover the content that is appropriate for their age and understanding. Specific timetabled RSE lessons will cover all aspects of the health and 
wellbeing curriculum, some topics will be taught across other curriculum areas: Science, PE, Personal and Social Development (PSD), Cooking, 
Computing and E-safety.       
 Students will be learning about creating positive connections with others, developing meaningful relationships and understanding the social 
rules of engagement required of them as young independent adults. Students will learn about strategies to self regulate through the zones of 
regulation and other curriculum components such as ‘Social Thinking’ 

Autumn  Spring  Summer  
Autumn 1  

Concept circle  
Self-Awareness  

 
 

Autumn 2 
Managing social relationships , including on-line 

relationships  
Anti bullying week & ‘One Kind Word 

understanding different types of bullying, 
including cyberbullying , the impact of bullying 
our rights and responsibilities and how to get 

help  
 Zones of Regulation;  what can we do when ... 

Spring 1  
Public and private  

Places parts of the body  
Matching private behaviour with private places  

 
Spring 2  

Public and private  
 online safety and keeping information safe  

 
 
 
 
 

Zones of Regulation;  what can we do when ... 

Summer 1 
Consent understanding saying no  

Understand that someone may say no to you  
 
 

Summer 2 
Online safety – safe and unsafe communication  

 Personal Safety in the community : 
Relationships & Concept Circle  

 
 
 
 

Zones of Regulation;  what can we do when ... 

 
 

 
 

RSE Course Units   

Developing  Self-Awareness  Entry Level 1 

WJEC Personal Progress   

Managing Social Relationships Entry Level 2-3 Level 1 

WJEC Personal and Social Development  
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My Community  
Our Community curriculum aims to encourage our students to become confident and active citizens by 

 Enable our students to participate in local community activities and understand the benefits of these activities for themselves and the community  

 Enable our students to develop an awareness of their community and equip them with the skills and confidence to use various local services and 
facilities  

 
Every term has two themes: 

 ‘Myself within the Community’: Students will be learning about facilities in the local community. They will research a range of facilities relevant to 
them, they may plan the journey including transport, cost and what they may when getting. They may call or email the facility to find out further 
information  

 ‘Community Action’: Each  term students will be learning about and taking part in a community activity , linked to a charity  

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Autumn 1 

Myself within the Community  
My School community – New school year and 

changes 
My Local Community – accessing the local 

community  
Autumn 2 

Community Action  
Participate in a community activity and identify 

how this helps others:  
Learning about Homeless Action in Barnet 

Spring 1 
Myself within the community 

Identifying Facilities and services within the 
community that are relevant to me  

 
 

Spring 2  
Community Action  

Participate in a community activity and identify 
how this helps others:  

Learning about Red Nose Day, Born Free  and 
celebrate different Awareness days   

Summer 1  
Myself within the community  

Personal Safety in the Community: Using Facilities 
that are relevant to me , what do I need to know 

and do and how do I use them Safely?   
 

 Summer 2  
Community Action 

Participate in a community activity and identify 
how this helps others: Learning about Hearts of 

Oak  and planning our leavers Fete ?  

 
 

 

 

Community Action  Course Units  

Engaging with the world around me Entry 1  

WJEC Personal Progress  

Myself within the Community  Entry Level 2-3 

WJEC Indpendent Living  

 

Community Action Entry Level 2-3 Level 1 

WJEC Personal and Social Development  
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Life skills - Shopping , Budgeting and Road Safety  
Shopping, budgeting and Road Safety are interlinked so learning takes place in context. Throughout 
the year students will be learning about skills needed to shop which will include money skills, 
budgeting and being safe when going to the shop. Students may practice road safety, for example 
using a pelican crossing, before walking to the local shops.    
 
Every student has personalised objectives and outcomes related to their academic level, SCERTS and/ 
or EHCP outcomes Students are involved in setting outcomes and are encouraged to voice what 
would they like to achieve and which skills do they need to support this. Together with the teachers 
and TAs, students will review their outcomes termly and agree a new outcomes where appropriate 
 
Students will be learning about what they can/need to buy before going to the shop and understand 
they need money to buy their items and have enough money to purchase their items .In order to   

establish and consolidate a wide range of skills (eg. Putting items into a bag, carrying items on a tray, queuing, assessing the size and quantity of items etc) 
students may learn the process of shopping by practising shopping in the classroom before going out in the community. Students will then learn the process 
of shopping by doing the act of shopping itself, in real shops using real money and in real time 
 
Students will be learning about managing a small class snack budget to buy a couple of items a week for class snack or breakfast club. Students will be 
learning about working as a team and democracy when deciding what they need to buy whilst considering healthy and inclusive choices.  
 
Once the concept of budgeting is taught through use of a class budget , teachers may ask students to bring in money to buy 1 or 2 items for home, these 
should be healthy options and done in collaboration with parents. When this is the case, teachers will contact parents and learning objectives will be shared. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Shopping  

Road Safety  

Communication   

Budgeting  

Shopping, Budgeting and Road Safety Course Units  

Understanding what Money is used forEntry Level 1 

Getting out and about  Entry Level 1 

WJEC Personal Progress  

 

Working towards Goals Entry 2-3 Level 1 

WJEC Personal and Social Development  

  

 Managing Own Money  Entry 2-3 Level 1 

Personal Safety in the community   Entry 2-3 Level 1 

WJEC Personal and Social Development  

 

Life skills   
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Environmental Awareness & Vocational Learning 
The Oak Lodge Edible Garden 

We feel very fortunate with our new edible garden. It was designed and build at the start of the 2021 Academic year, and used by our students since 
September last year .  It offers a lively, engaging, multi-sensory way to teach our students about growing and eating healthy food. Aside from the physical 
health benefits that eating well brings, learning in an outdoor environment has been shown to increase mental health by boosting mood, confidence and 
self-esteem. All classes are timetabled for weekly lessons in the Edible garden and each class has their own bed to maintain and care for. 
 
The intent is to ensure all students in 14-19 have the opportunity to grow, care for and harvest a variety of fruits and vegetables. Students will be 
supported to develop their knowledge of where food comes from, how it grows and how to make good healthy eating choices. They will have opportunity 
to taste a range of fruits and vegetables helping develop their interest and curiosity about food. The lessons will offer the chance for students to develop 
their understanding and empathy for the natural world and encourage appreciation of the physical, social and emotional benefits being outdoors in nature 
can offer.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Edible Garden Course Units  

 Developing Skills for the workplace Entry Level 1 

WJEC Personal Progress  

Introduction to plant care Entry Level 2-3 

WJEC Preparing for work 

Environmental Awareness Entry Level 2-3 

WJEC Personal and Social Development    
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Vocational Learning  
Upper School Vocational options are taught every Tuesday afternoon. The vocational options programme has an inclusive, flexible and 
practical approach giving students the opportunity to develop, demonstrate and participate in a range of (new) activities and experiences.  
 

Autumn 1:  students take part in taster sessions and will keep a review of each of the sessions. Teachers will rotate and students will be taught 
in their form classes.  
 

Autumn 2: students will do their tasters in the subject classroom rather than their own, this way they can get used to transitioning to the 
options and know where the options will take place. At the end of the Autumn term students will choose their option for the Spring Term using 
their review books.  They will have updated their throughout the term to help them make an informed choice.  Students will choose again for 
the summer term  
 

Delivery of courses is personalised to meet the needs of all students. In preparation of transition to Post-16 , all students will build a portfolio 
to evidence what they have been learning and what they have enjoyed and this will form part of their Entry Pathway Certification  
 
 

Vocational Learning: Upper School Options Tuesdays  lessons 5 and 6 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction to Gardening Introduction to Hair & Beauty Introduction to Freshfields Introduction to Team Enterprise 

Introduction to Drama Introduction to Digital Media Oak Lodge Library Introduction to Sports Leadership  
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Project – Introduction to Skills for Work 

Introduction to Skills for Work aims to provide each student with hands on practical experience. Students will learn about and experience Working as a 

team and establish a mini enterprise which can be run within school on a regular basis. Upper School students are introduced to Skills for Work 
through Project. Project are weekly lessons where students are engaged in team enterprise and making products for The lodge , our shop in 
East End Road , East Finchley . Classes will visit the shop on a regular basis to speak to the shop manager.  They will talk about products, costs 
and pricing, find out what sells well and which stocks are low. Product may be linked to seasons and student will be supported to plan ahead 
and understand that seasonal products need to be prepared well in advance of the actual date. Students will be learning about customer care 
and health and safety in the workplace. Throughout the year, students will be learning about using suitable materials and checking stock in 
preparation of making the following products:  

 

 

Students will be learning about reviewing their products and how to use surveys to find out which products are most popular.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Soaps and Bath bombs Candles and Candle Holders Greetings and Special Occasions Cards  Beads and Bracelets  
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Upper School Students about Oak Lodge School  
 

 

“I  like doing subjects  such as music and PE” 
 

“Oak lodge makes me feel a bit more comfortable because there 
are people just like me” 

 

“I like Danceclub” 
 

“I like all the teachers and staff” 
 

“I enjoy learning about the universe in Science” 
 

“When I get stuck the teachers are helping me to learn”  
 

“Teachers help me understand and  learn better” 
 

“I like doing things in the music room with the music apps. I like art 
because I'm trying to become a great artist.” 

 

“I have loved learning about Australia in Journeys” 
 

“I like the teachers because they help me understand things. I enjoy 
PE and Music because the teachers are fun” 

 

“I like Art where we learnt about different artists and their 
techniques” 

 

“I like going outside to the playground because I like walking” 
 

“I like cooking and learning how to be safe and how to cook” 
 

“I like playing with sand and I like doing making my own art”. 
 
 
 


